biochemical and endocrine factors to blood pressure, and the origin of atherosclerosis and peripheral vascular disease. Half the volume is devoted to detailed descriptions of the regulation of blood flow in special organs and regions.
This volume excites anticipation of the third volume; and, as if to temper gratitude with ingratitude, the whole first edition excites eagerness for the second, for the task of presenting the contents of these three volumes in a more orderly sequence should then become a simple matter. G The second volume of this comprehensive and thorough study of metabolism covers a variety of metabolic problems ranging from mucopolysaccharide, nucleic acid, fat and lipid metabolism to steroids, bile pigments and finally ion and fluid metabolism. This is a very large field to cover in the space of one volume and as is to be expected the balance is at times rather variable. Some authors have really responded to the modern challenge and tried to present the subject both from the historical, theoretical and practical side. In some sections, however, old views are still expounded, no doubt due to the delay in publication. In such a rapidly moving field as metabolism this would appear to be inevitable. This volume, like its predecessor, will be read by all those who are interested in getting an overall picture of the field of metabolism and who want a good guide to the relevant literature. It should certainly be consulted by those working for higher qualifications, especially in the field of endocrinology and metabolism.
J ANDERSON
The Conduction ofthe Nervous Impulse by A L Hodgkin SCD FRS The Sherrington Lectures VII pp 108 illustrated 25s Liverpool: Liverpool University Press 1964 One of the great advances in biological science of this century has been the unravelling by Professor Hodgkin and his colleagues at Cambridge, University College London, and Plymouth of the nature of the nerve impulse. If this group has been behindhand in any way it has been in selfadvertisement, and this slim and ill-publicized volume is the only book in English by any of them about these enormously important dis-coveries. It is a very good book indeed. An admirer once remarked that Hodgkin had the gift of simply letting the experiments speak for themselvesadding that anyone who had ever tried to write a paper knew how extremely difficult it was to get the experiments to speak at all, while to persuade them to do it simply, you had to be a genius. Hodgkin's gift has not failed him here; so, if you want to hear the fascinating story of how a nerve works (and you will want to hear it if you start reading this book), you can find it told here in language that will not daunt you, no matter how long ago you did your physiology.
The chapter headings are as follows: The method of signalling in the nervous system; Structure and general properties of nerve fibres; The membrane theory of nervous conduction; Saltatory conduction in myelinated nerve; The nature of the permeability changes and calculation of the action potential; The link between metabolism and ionic movements. verbatim report of a symposium does not provide information in a very easily assimilable form. However, since the participants are generally ready to admit in discussion what they do not know, a symposium does offer the nonspecialist a better guide to the state of a subject than would a random perusal of original papers.
Many physicians must have become uneasily aware of an apparently new disease called variously obstructive cardiomyopathy, asymmetric hypertrophy, &c. This symposium is mostly devoted to this topic and provides an authoritative review of it. The other cardiomyopathies are dealt with in the last quarter of the text.
The book is very well produced and edited, and maintains the high standard we have come to expect of Dr Wolstenholme and his colleagues.
A C DORNHORST
Hals-Nasen-Ohren-HeiLkunde Band III Teil 1 Ohr edited by Prof Dr med F Zoliner pp xvi +992 illustrated DM 290 Stuttgart: Georg Thieme 1965 Part 1 of Volume m of this monumental work deals, in 1,000 pages, with the theoretical basis of otology, methods of examination, malformations, otosclerosis, traumatic injuries of the facial nerve and tumours of the ear.
